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                             Struggles for Independence 

 

General Instructions: 

This task has thirteen questions. Be sure to answer all the questions.  

Take time to read each question very carefully before attempting to answer. Remember to 

use complete sentences when answering questions that requires you to explain, describe, 

define and/or give examples/make list.  

 

  

 

Instructions to begin:  

Read each statement and question carefully. Then, write your answers clearly using 

complete sentences where applicable in the space provided. 
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Questions: 

1. Norman Manley and Alexander Bustamante worked alongside each other and helped 

to shape Jamaica as a nation. Use a check () to identify the statement that refers 

to the contributions as either of the following: Norman Manley, Alexander 

Bustamante of Both. 

Statement Norman 

Manley 

Alexander 

Bustamante 

Both 

Contributed 

He lent money to the poor to improve their 

lives. 

   

He donated his time as a lawyer to represent 

workers’ causes. 

   

He worked to help Jamaicans gain the right to 

vote. 

   

He served as chief minister of Jamaica.     

He called on port workers to go on strike in 

the 1930s. 

   

He served as Jamaica premier.    

He called a referendum under his governance    

He was successful in organising workers into 

trade unions. 

   

He regulated working hours in shops and 

offices. 

   

He supported a unified Caribbean.    

He worked to gain Jamaica’s independence 

from Britain. 

   

 

2. Imagine that you are EITHER Norman Manley or Alexander Bustamante in Jamaica 

in the 1930s. write a speech you would use to address the workers who were 

suffering at the time. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Arrange the following events in the table below in the correct order in which they 

happened and then write the date beside each. 

Emancipation     Adult suffrage    Apprenticeship   Full emancipation 

Event Year 

  

  

  

  

 

4. Use the words in bold below to complete the passage about Caribbean historical 

experiences. 

Independence colonies independent  European Caribbean 

Mother    nationhood struggle national dependent slavery  

 

 

All _______________ countries were at one point in their history 

_________________ of powerful _________________ countries. However, 

after a considerable __________________, many managed to gain their 

_________________. This means that they control their own affairs. Some 

countries, however, still continue to be ruled by their _________________ 

country and are referred to as ____________________ territories. Those of us 

who are now _______________ are proud to celebrate a day as a 

___________________ holiday. This allows us to reflect on the journey of our 

forefathers from ___________________ to the attainment of 

_________________________. 

 

 

 

5. Read each statement carefully about the struggles for independences. The use a 

check to identify the Caribbean country (Cuba, Jamaica or Haiti) to which it refers. 
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Statement Cuba Jamaica Haiti 

In 1898, US battleship USS Maine was destroyed by an 

explosion in a harbour at its capital. 

   

Many Maroons engaged in a guerrilla war with the French.    

A slave uprising in 1801 caused the colonial leaders to take 

serious notice of how the slaves were treated. 

   

Although its Emancipation Act was passed on this island in 

1834, slaves were not immediately freed. 

   

The gens de couleur rebelled against colonial rulers in 

1790. 

   

There were many unsuccessful Creole rebellions against 

Spanish rule. 

   

The Maroon Leaders led enslaved Africans to rebel against 

the French. 

   

Confrontation between British soldiers and locals led to 

the burning of plantations, houses and courthouses in the 

19th century. 

   

This country had three different wars for independence.    

A rebellion in 1865 resulted in changes in the way the 

country was run. 

   

The revolution was led by Toussaint Louverture.    

In 1892, a revolutionary party was set up by Jose Marti.    

 

6. Explain how the following could help people to demonstrate their strength and get 

recognition from colonial leaders. 

 

a. Political parties 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

b. Labour unions 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  
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7. Do you think it’s a good thing to be independent or dependent? Give reasons for 

your answer. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________  

 

8. What are two things you like about having an independent country? Explain your 

answer. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

 

9. Is there anything you would like about living in a dependent country? Is so, give 

your reason. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  
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Study the list of nations below. 

Cayman Islands  Barbados Jamaica Montserrrat  

  Puerto Rico St Lucia  St Martin 

10. Identify which of these Caribbean countries are independent. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Give two arguments for being an independent nation, and two arguments against 

being an independent nation. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Write a paragraph to justify Jamaica’s decision to become an independent nation. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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13. Imagine that the 1961referendum decision had gone the other way. What would 

have been the advantages or disadvantages today of Jamaica being joined with 

other territories in the West Indies Federation? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 


