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Language Arts - Performance Task  

 General Instructions: 

 This task has two parts: Part 1 has three questions and Part 2 has an essay.  

  

HURRICANES  

A guest speaker from the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) visited 

your class today. The speaker gave a talk about how to survive a hurricane. After the talk, your teacher 

asked you to look up more information about the topic. You found three sources about hurricanes.   

  

Instructions to Begin: You will read the three sources: 2 articles and a poster. On page 77 a space is 

provided for you to write the important points from each of the sources. It will help you to have your 

important points to look at while answering the questions in Part 1 and writing your essay in Part 2. You 

can also look back at the important points you made and the sources as often as you like.    
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Source 1      

Hurricane Gilbert 

I was listening to RJR this morning and was reminded of the destruction caused on the island by 

Hurricane Gilbert on September 12, 1988.  I was a boy then; I had just turned 11—now you know my age 

:-), but I remember the scare that night.  A number of us gathered in my grandma's (Mammy) house. Of 

course, we did not sleep much—we couldn't.  By the way, that was in the hills of Westmoreland where I 

grew up.  

  

We could hear the powerful winds, breaking branches, trees uprooting and zinc sheets flying! Of course, 

there were all sorts of other sounds I can't explain.  It was also mango season, so we could hear the 

mangoes falling throughout the night! We did not trim our trees like the man on the radio said we 

should.  

  

We survived though, to God be the Glory.  There were some leaks in the zinc roofing but nothing major.  

Many of our neighbours were not so lucky though. Some of their houses lost entire roofs—totally!  

Other families had to rush to the nearest hurricane shelter for refuge.  

  

It was quite an experience I tell you!  In the morning, you could smell the damage. For the first time, we 

could see distances we never saw before—everywhere was just bare.  I remember we filled two 

drums/barrels with mangoes that fell from the trees!  Most of them were pretty fit too!  (We had a 

number of mango trees around the yard.)  

  

My dad loved mangoes; I remember him coming down (from Montego Bay) to check on the family a 

couple of days after; I watched him devour a number of the ripe ones— right there out of the drums :-).  

  

Hurricane Gilbert has certainly left a lasting memory for those of us who were fortunate (or 

unfortunate) to experience it. 
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Source 2  
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Source 3  

Weather - Hurricanes  

How do hurricanes form?  

  

Hurricanes form over the warm ocean water of the tropics. The warm ocean water evaporates and 

forms droplets in the air. The warm air rises, leaving less air near the water. Cooler air pushes into that 

space. The cooler air will then heat up and rise too. As the air rises, it starts to cool. This cycle causes 

huge storm clouds to form. These storm clouds begin to spin. Storm clouds will grow bigger and wind 

speeds will get faster causing a hurricane to form.  

   

Parts of a Hurricane  

   
  

• Eye - At the center of the hurricane is the eye. There are generally no clouds in the eye and 

the wind is calm. However, the most dangerous part of the storm is at the edge of the eye 

called the eye wall.  

• Eye wall - Around the outside of the eye is a wall made up of very heavy clouds. This is the 

most dangerous part of the hurricane and where the highest speed winds are. The winds at 

the eye wall can reach speeds of 155 miles per hour.  

 

• Rain-bands - Hurricanes have large circular bands of rain called rain-bands. These bands 

can bring large amounts of rainfall causing flooding when the hurricane hits land.  

  

 

Rain - bands   

      

Eye Wall   

Eye   
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When do hurricanes occur?  

  

Hurricanes that form in the Caribbean and the Atlantic Ocean occur between June 1 and November 30 

each year. This is called the hurricane season.  

  

Why are hurricanes dangerous?  

  

When hurricanes strike land, they can cause huge amounts of damage. Most of the damage is caused by 

flooding and storm surge. A storm surge is when the ocean level rises at the coastline due to the power 

of the storm. Hurricanes also cause damage with high speed winds that can blow down trees and 

damage homes.   

  
Adapted from http://www.ducksters.com/science/earth_science/hurricanes.php  
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Write the important points from the sources. 
 

These points will not be scored. 

    

 

Source 1  

  

  

  

  

Source 2  

  

  

  

Source 3  
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Directions for Part 1 (70 minutes)  

Now that you have read the sources, answer the questions below.  Your answers will be scored. You 

may refer to the important points you made on page 6, as well as the sources. Your answers to these 

questions will help you write your essay in Part 2.   

  

Questions  

  
1. A sentence from Source 1 says, “We could hear the powerful winds, breaking branches, trees 

uprooting and zinc sheets flying!”   

  

Which two of the following sentences from Source 3 best support this sentence? Circle your 

answers.  

  

A. The winds at the eye wall can reach speeds of 155 miles per hour.  

B. The warm ocean water evaporates and forms droplets in the air.  

C. Hurricanes also cause damage with high speed winds that can blow down trees and 

damage homes.  

D. Hurricanes that form in the Caribbean and the Atlantic Ocean occur between June 1 and 

November 30 each year.  

  

  

2. Explain what could happen to a house caught in the eye wall of a hurricane. In your explanation give 

two examples, one example from Source 1 and one from Source 3.  

For each example, include the source number.  

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 
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_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________  

  

  

3. Which one of the three sources has the most useful information about how to be safe in a 

hurricane? Explain why this source has the most useful information about how to be safe in a 

hurricane. Use two examples from the source to support your explanation.  

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 
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Directions for Part 2 (70 minutes)  

  

You will now review your important points and sources, then plan, draft and revise your essay.   

You may also look at the answers you wrote to earlier questions.   

  

Read the task below and the information about what to include in your essay, and then 

begin your work.  

  

Task  

After the talk, given by the guest speaker from ODPEM, the class begins to discuss the suggestion that 

everyone has to be evacuated before a hurricane. Some students agree with the suggestion, and other 

students disagree.   

  

Your task is to write an essay that is three to four paragraphs long. In your essay, say whether you agree 

or disagree with the ODPEM’s suggestion.   

  

  

When you write your essay remember that it should:   

• have an introduction and conclusion   

• stay on the topic   

• use details from more than one of the three sources to support your opinion   

• give details from the sources in your own words   

• include the source number for the details you use   

• follow rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar usage)  

    

Write your essay on the lines provided.  

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 
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_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________  

  

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________  

  

 

_______________________________________  

  

 

 

 


